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A General Eviſtle to the Diſperſed and 
Perſecuted Flock of Chriſt Feſus, &. 


JD: beloved whom God hath called and redeemed out 


of the World, and the vanities thereof; to follow the 

Lamb in the Regeneration through the Croſs and ſuffer- 

ing; in this age, wherein the Whore, Beaſt and falſe Pro- 

pher, and all chat have drunk of her Cup, and have received the 
mark of the Beaft,and are led a{ide to believe lyes, that proceeds 
out of the mouth of the time ſerving, flattering, deceitful work 
ers of this Generation : who are all joyned together in their 
- ſtrength and power to att every way y”=_ the Lamb and his 
meek Appearance, (who takes away the fins of the World) and 
againſt all them that are made clean through his blood, and are 
c-me our of the pollutions of the World : and to make War 
againſt the remnant of the Seed of God who are begotten again 
to the lively hope of Chriſt Jeſus, and to the Inheritance that 
fades not away, and to root out and deſtroy and weary out 
chrough.cruell ſufferings the Saints of the moſt High, that ſo che 
Prince of darkneſs might rule in his full Power and Authority in 
his Inſtruments and Servants withone oppoſition or any gain-ſay- 
ing. Andas God out of his everlaſting love hath redeemed and 
tranſlated mariy from great darkneſs wherein they have been held 
in the time of unbelief, into his marvelous light, to walkin it 
and co bring forth the fruites of the day, of light, faith and 
righteouſneſs to the praiſe and glory of his grace, who hath called 
them and tranſlated them for that very end, to ſhew forth his 
power and glory in the Earth ; who have been quickned and raiſed 
by it out of the Grave that they might bear wirne(s thereunto 
and teſtitie of it both in word and work againſt the World, and 
the God thereof, who now rules in the Children of Difovedience; 
therefore is his wrath the more kindled and his fury grown great 
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againſt them that are departed out of his Kingdome and will aþt 
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yeild their hearts and necks to be ſubject any more unto his yoak, '# 


by whom they have been enſlaved and he!d Captive, under ma- 
ny and divers lufts which the wrath of Godis revealed againft and: 
- to be revealed againſt, and becauſe they are made free by the 
brightneſs of the glorious riſing of the Sun of righteouſnels in 
his power andquickning life in their heat ts which hath broken his 
yoak of bondage, anddeſtroyed the Law of fin and death which 
ſometimes had power over them: but now being made Conque- 
rors of them, through the power of Chriſt: The oId Dragon 
the Deceiver of the Nations who 1s out of the Truth labours bY 
all meanes to bring them back again tounder his yoak ; and his 
devices are not a few which are ſet on foot at this day to make all 
bow unto him, which the Children of Jight are not ignorant of 
who are and have been watcbfull againſt the myſterious working 
of his power, within and'alſo without in his Inftruments, who 
have received great powEFfrom him to propagate his Kingdome 
that ſtands in wrath, eyil doing and cruelty : And therefore all 
had need to watch and becircumſpeR that they that are eſcaped 
 benotinfaared andintangled again, leaſt their bondagebe great- 
er and the yoak heavyer then before; Therfore the Lord moveth 
- often in my heart to exhort all unto watchfulneſs and diligence, 
and ſo much the more becauſe the dayes are perilous and the 
times dangerous, and the temptations many on every hand; fo 
they that look out are in danger to be infnared, and let inthe 
Enemy, and doubts and fear and unbelief enter and queſtioning 
in the haſt ; Can God deliver, or will be deliver, or bath be any re- 
gard unto our afflitions, and becauſe the time ſeemes long, and 
they cannot ſee-to the end thereof their hearts fatles, and their 
faith is in danger to be (haken and chey looſe their ſtates, there- 
fore it concerns every one to watch and pray that they enter not into 
temptations, neither be overcome with the wicked one, neither 
of the fadeing pleaſure, profit arfd eaſe that the Children of this 
World do enjoy, which 1s but for a time; and then is the begin-= 
ing of endle(s miſery, Therefore all dearly beloved look over all 
the ſufferings, and troubles, and temptations, and neceſſities, and 
over the Devil and-all his works ; ro the begining and to that have 
an eye which was before they had a being ; to the Lord a on 
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be fixed on him which deſtroyes the Devil and all his works, and 
will reward the workers of Injquity according to their deeds 
with everlaſting corments. 

Dearly beloved who have been under great ſufferings and loo- 
ſers for Chrifts (ake and the Goſpels in this Age ; like as many 
faithful witneſſes have been in former Ages : 1 am a ſufferer with 
you, and am ſenlible of your griefes, aftlitions, neceflities, and 
tribulations which are many, and do bear and ſuffer with you all 
in my heart, andin the trueſence and feeling of you all, difper- 
{ed every where, where God hath placed you in the Earth 3; my 
heart, ſoul, life and ſpirit breatheth forth unto you all; and your 
burdenis mine, your affliftions are mine, your ſufferings is mine ; 
I do weep with them that weep, I am fſorrowful with them that 
are ſorrowful; and that which is a grief and vexation unto the 
ſpirit of God in any ; in the ſpirit of Chriſt which is but one i 
all I am burdened with them, and do bear a part of their grief, 
I ſpeak without auſtentation or glorying, for what have to glo- 


. ry inany, butthe Lord, or to rejoyce in, but that which all the 


World hates, becauſe it teſtifies againſt it; and therefore we are 
become the objeAs of ſcorn and hatred in this World by them 
that are of it, who glory in ſin, who rejoycein Iniquity, whoſe 
end is deftrution and perpetual miſery, and their rejoycing ſhall 
be turned into eadlels forrow and griet. 

Elefied of God, our portion in this World is to be ſufferers 
init and by itz becauſe, God hath. choſen us out of it and its 
nature; therefore, we are hated, deſpiced and perſecuted in our 
Generation, like as all the People of God were in former Gene- 
rations, we cannot be exempted from drinking of the ſame Cup 
which Chriſt the Heir of all things drank ; neither to be exemp- 
ted from being Baptized into his ſuffering : And therefore Chriſt 
told his Diſciples, In the World yee ſhall bave trouble ; and the 
Apoltles and Miniſters, and Relievers in Chriſt did drink of the 
ſame, and were Baptized into the (ame Baptiſme, and therefore 
teſtified , That them that will live Godly in Chriſt muſt ſuffer Perſe- 
cxtzon; tor the World loves only the Children of it , but alwaies 
hated the Children of God, and them chat were redeemed out 
of..1t, .and they bore witneſs ,agzinſt it and the workes thereof ; 
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it's no new thing or ſtrange thing for it's that portion 
which all the Prophets and Holy Men of God were 
partakers of , Chriſt and che Apoſtles}, and all true Believers 
in every Age; and che nearer any came to be unto God in their 
life and pradtice the more they were hated,and the more vilefied, 
{landered, and evil ſpoken of; ſomerime by the Fewes, ſometime 
by the Heathen, and now by the Apoſtatized Chriſtians ; for the 
Nature is one through all Ages , and diverſities of Names in 
Profelhon doth not at all alter Man or Men at the heart ; the Fews 
who -profefſed God in words, and cryed up the Temple and 
Mcjes, and the Law tn words, flew the Prophets, and laid faile 
chings to their charge 3 Feremiab when he Prophehed againſt 
Feruſalem, and ſpake to the Princes and Ralers when they were re- 
volted from God in the dayes of Zedekzah , and denounced evil 
againſt the City and People becanſe of Tranſgreſlion, (they put 
bim in the Dungeon,8& where his feer iticked in the Mire)and faid, 
He was fallen away to the Caldeans, and did be alienate the heart of 
the Jewes from them, and their Law, and deſpiſed their Government, 
Chtift was accounted a friend of Publiexns and finners, and had 4 
devil, a Tranſoreſſor of Moſes Law,. though he cameto fulfill ic ; 
and an enemy to Ceſar, and a blaſphemer, and what not ; Who faid 
fo ? che Elders, the D:@ors, the Rabies and Rulers of the People ; 
and they crucified him. as an evil doer, though none could cons 
vince him of fin; the Apoſtles of Chriſt as ſed:tioas men, Ringlea- 
ders of Sefts, Authors of Uproars tzrners of the World upſide 'down, 
as diſobedient, enemies #0 peace, as diſcantented men with the preſent 
Lawe; and Cuſtoms then eſtabliſhed, and judged as not fit to live, And 
therefore, many ſuffered long for holding out their Tefttmony 
faithfully they had received, aud laſt of all faffered death, not as 
Saints and Prophets but as evil doers at laſt ; ſome by the Fewes, 
ſome by the Heathen: The Primitive Chriſtians of whow the : 
World was not worthy of, were falſly accuſed by the Romans, 
Heathens, and Pagans, in the great Perſecutions that aroſe, were 
evil ſpoken of, and falfly repreſented, and rendred odions, and 
as obje&s of hatred through the envy of the Devil, becauſe 
they oppoſed his Kingdom of Darkneſs. Tertullian faith, the 
Heathen commonly reputed the then Primitive Chriftians inceftious 
men, killers of Children, enemies of all mankind, enemies again(t the 
G-ds, «3ain{t the Emperonrs, againſt the Laws; they made an Out- 
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cry upon them, Ts not lawful they ſhould live: And when any 
Judgment did befall them, Azguftine {aith, it was become a Pro- 
verb, Our Rain failes ns becauſe of theſe Chriſtians, And Exuſebins 
faith,the Religion of Chriſt was called the Herefie of Godleſs Chriſtians. 
Likewiſe, after the name of Chriſt and Chriſtian became in repute 
and eſteem, many Hypocrites and Formaliſts cook on the Name 
when it was countenanced by the Kings and Princes of the Earth, 
and then turned againſt them that were more inthe life and po- 
wer then they ; as the Bobemians and thealdences,and firſt Prote- 
ſtants in Germany; how were they branded with hereſie, ſchiſme, 
as ſeditions, fattious, enemies, to the Lawes, Church and State, and to 
Princes; and how wasthe hatred of the Pope and Emperowr kind- 
led againſt them, and War raiſed upon them, and many ſuffered 
death, in their account as evil doers who perſecuted them : Like- 
wiſe come nearer our own Age in the dayes of Queen Mary, how 
were the beft of Men and the beſt of Chriſtians in that Age cen» 
ſured as Enemies to the Queens Laws and Government, enemies ta.the 
Church, ſeditious bereticks, and ſuch as was not fit to live z and there- 
fore, wany ſuffered in the cruel flames of fire, and did undergo 
many great torments and ſufferings, and Iaft of all cruel deaths 
many ſuffered, and by. them called Chriſtians, and yet ſlew him 
and perſecuted him in his Members, Laſt of all God bath broughe 
us forth in our Age to bear witneſs unto him, and unto thar life, 
power and light by which we are quickned and raiſed out of the 
ave of fin and death to live unto him, and ſerving him in new- 
neſj of life and to confeſs unto his holy name and power,by which 
weare ſaved, illuminated and direRﬀed, .and to worſhip him in 
ſpirit and truth according to the manifeſtation of his ſpirit to ns, 
and in us, 8 according to the Scriptures of Truth; for the Lord 
God of Heaven and Exrth, Judge andall his holy Angels, and all 
juſt men who are anointed with the holy Union, that knowes 
truth from error, whether we hold any other thing either in 
Dofrine or praQice, but that which the Primitive Chriſtians 
bare witneſs of, aadalſo the Scriptures bare witneſs unto, and 
that which we are perſwaded in our Conſciences by the unerring 
ſpirit of the Lord, which doth give us affurance of his acceprati- 
on and peace in our hearts. 
And how often have we declared our ſelves both by word and 
writing, 


writing, which1is ſufficiently walk unto all, who have not wil- 

fully clofed their eyes, and ſtopped heir eares againſt us; that. 
we are of no other faith, hope or Religion, but that which Ghrift 
and his Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians were of, which they did 

hold Forth, both in DoCtrine and practice as in reſpe& of Worſhip: 
And how peaceably and humbly we have walked towards all men 
without ſeeking the hurt or detriment of any ; thou Righteous 
Judge of Heaven and Earth knows,and according to the innocen- 
cy of-our hearts do thou judge us, and plead our Caufe : And 
further, we have laboured that fin might be beat down, and thar 
all every where might have been turned from it unto the living 
God, and that Righteouſneſs might have been advanced, and 
truth have taken place in all Mens hearts both in word and deed; 
that Chriſt who 1s profeſſed in words, might have ruted in the 
hearts of all men that make mention of him ; that{o Gods bleſ- 
fing might have been felt and known byall, and the Souls of all 
faved from the (nares of Sathan, and out of that which the wrath 
of God and his Judgments comes upon; and Lord God of Hea- 
ven and Earth thou knows how our Adverfaries have ſought oc- 
calion againſt us, for no 'other cauſe bur for the matter of worſhip 
of the living God, and unto Gods righteous Judgment ſeat we 
dare appeal, and daghau judge us and reward us accordingto our 
deſerts if ever we have contrived the hurt of any man or men, or 
haveſoughtto violateany righteous Law of Man which ftands to 
+ the well governing vfa Nation or Country, in the things that 
pertain to the World , yet how bave we been faſly repreſented, 
flandered, belyed, miſreported, hated, backbited, perſecuted and killed, 
#5 all the day long; and repmted we. are as not fit to live in our Native 
Land, neither to enjoy our own Wives and Children, athing common 
to all men, Chriſtian and Heathen; nezther to breath in the common 
arr, And how many grievous things hath been heaped , and are 
daily upon our backs that we are faGiows, ſeditieus, enemies to 
Magiſtrates, tothe Miniſters of Chrift, Plotters, Conſpirators againſt 
humane Government ; enemies t0 the King, diſcbedient to the Lawes, 
broachers of herefie, authors of ſedition, enemies to the Church and 


State. And this the Devil who was a lyar, and a murderer , anda - Þ 


flanderer from the Beginning, he hath put a Lying ſpirit in the 
mouthesof ſome, and its entred into-the hearts of others : And 
thus. 
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thus by them arethe Powers of the Earth ſtirred up, and the Ru- 
lers to perſecute us without any juſt cauſe; but this muſt not be 
counted perſecution, forall the aforeſaid things and many more he 
hath perſwaded them we are guilty of, and therefore all that 
comes upon us It muſt be reckoned as juſt, and is an equal reward 
for our offences, and as juſt puniſhment for our tranſgreſſion and 
diſobedience ; and ſo is no perſecution at all, and he hath winef. 
ſes engugh to teftifie againſt us, as he bad againſt Chriſt, all the 
Scribes and Phariſees and the Leaders and Rulers of the People with 
the high Prieſts, Fudas and all to teſtifie againſt him that be was not 
fit to ave, but all cry away with him; Even ſonow he hath all the 
Rabbyes, and Elders, and all the time-ſerving Hirelings, who ſerve 
not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own bellyes, and all formal 
profeſſors who profeſs him ia words, but denyes him in works, 
and deſpiſes his croſs z with all Drankards, Lyars, and Swearers, 
all proud and covetous, all wanton and riotow, and all that loves the 
peyores of fin for a ſeaſon , all theſe will give their verdiCt a- 
ainſt ys, 
F There was and is a Generation tht called darkneſs light, and 
light darkneſs, and good evil, and evil good; the judgment of all ſuch 
is falſe, and muſt be judged, and God who hath Immortality and 
dwells in the Light, with whom is no darkneſs at all, judgeth not 
as theſe men,& therefore let us never heed the cenſures and judg- 
ment of fallen men, who erre in their judgment , who cannor 
judge for God or his people but againit them, let us count ir a 
light thing to be judged or condemned by man, ſeeing the Lord 
juſtifies us in his work and ſervice, whereunto we are called, and 
all the aforeſaid crimes fallly laid to our charge he cleares us off, 
and we can with a good conſcience and pure heart bid defiance to 
all the powers of darkneſs, and all the enemies of God, and the 
Lprd will clear us moreand more as his power, glory and light 
appears in the Earth, and brings forth our Righteouſneſs as the 
Noon=-day before our enemies, notwithſtanding all the falſe af- 
perfions.and reproaches caſt upon us in the meantime ; If we be 
crowned with reproaches as Chrift was with thorns, and evilly 
mtreated for his names ſake , let ws bear all things, and endure all 
things with patience and hope to the end, And though they cover 
us with bare skins, and with draffas the Heathen did the Primi- 
B tive 


8 
ive Chriſtians, and fo let all the wild beaſts upon us, let us give 
up our bodies as a (acrifice unto the Lord, and fora witaefs unto 
his name and crath, that (o' we all may witneſs eternal reſt unto 
our Souls, and Everlaſting joy in his Heavenly habitation where 
ali Perſecutors and evil duers are ſhut our. 

Dearly Beloved of the Lord, 1 write not theſe things.unto you 
becauſe you, many of you do not know them, but becauſe you 
know them to put yon all in mind, and to ftir up'your hearts to 
the holy con{tderarion of thele things intheſe perilous and crying 
crimes, and in very truth whatſoever doth tye within my view, 
that might conduce to any orall your good, I catinvt withhold ic 
from you, becaufe I know it 1s not only my ditty, but I-cantruly 
ſay, the love of Chriſt conſtrains me, for my ſoul, heart and life is 
knie' unto you in theeverlaſting Covenant of life above all the 
Fathilies of the Earth,and the more you are hated the more 1love 
you, and the more you are deſpiſed and ſet at naught, 'the more 
I prize you, and the more you are compaſſed about an every tide 
with tryals and afflictions, the more my ſoul is poured forthanto 
the Lord for you, that you may be kept ſtedfaſt in thefaich and 
hope in the Lord unto the end, that you may receive his rewai d 
the Crown of Glory which is laid up for all. them chat love the 
Appearance of our Lord Jeſus Chrift , 'and in- the' Faith' do 
Overcome.” | 

And bleſſed and happy are all they that keep their Garments 
clean in this polluted time wherein wickednels walkes with open 
face, and ungodlineſs with an outſtretched neck; and is exalted in 
greatheigth, and doth eorrupt many, and the Earth is growing 
ripe with wickedneſs for deftruRion, for the proud are counted 
happy, and they that work wickedneſs is admired and gloryed in as the 
only brave men of theſe times ; which they make evil through yeil- 
ding themſelves ſervants unto {tn and'their luſts, eaſe, and world- 
ty enjoyments, and immediately drop down into eternal perditi- 
on: Andits time for the Lord to ariſe and plead with all Fleſh, for 
Men mike void his Law, and goes avout to-eftabliſh their own in 
Sppofition thereunto, for" >iolence, cruelty, and hardneſs of beart, 
and perſecution are the forerunners ef deſol#fon” and defiratiion 7 
thiele things do generally abound all isſecureand at eaſe, hardneſs 
of heart»is generally over people, and clearly to nietit dork 
< = oe preſage 
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preſage Judgment ; cenderativat heart and ſpirit is generally loſt 
among. people ,, and the moſt have made ſhipwrack of all their 
Hope, Faith, and: Profeſſi>n to '/pleaſe the time and men of 
this Generation ,- who js perverſe and froward, they have 
been: treacherous to (God , andto their own Souls, and cannot 
d» good to his people; Keepas much as in you hes our of their 
ſpirit -and- manners, for they corrupt. And though Gods 
Judgments be abroad in the Land, and his Anger kindted 
and broken forth; yet few enquires the cauſe, or ſaith, what bave 
T done ? but if any do enquire, it is generally in that dark fpirit 
that leads them to evil, which God hides his counce] from, and 
will not be found of, and yet they make conclutions, and gives 
judgment as the Heathen of old, if any Pef flence, Famine, or 
dzonght , or Judgment came upon them , they (aid , 
the Chriſtians was the cauſe , and ſo ſtirred up Perſecution againſt 
them ; the like the Dzeamers of this age in their mock-faſts and 
bamiliations, they ſay, berefie # the cauſe, and becauſe all does 
nct conform, and are not willing to ſubmit co. the changable in- 
ftitutions of Men, though neverſo repngnant ro the Law of God; 
they tell the Magiſtrates, the Phanaticks and Quakers is the caſe, 
and ſo” they faſt for ſtrife, and to kind:e debate, and to ſtirup 
Perſecution; and they ſeem to cleave fo cloſe to the Magiſtrates 
that will force and exa&t gain for them, and give them Jarge pay, 
they will cry them up as the higher power, that all is to ſubmit 
unto, in all things under pain of condemnation, and they will 
cry them up, and dance, and clap their hands, and rejoyce as 
Iſrael did about the Calfe, when they had forgotten God; (6 
the Lord is provoked more and more, and they think by root= 
ing out his people if poſlible, will ſtay his Judgments; it's Ia- 
mentable to ſee whar þ15::dneſs 15 over the hearts of the Seers of 
this Geheration, w'-9 c:7 Peace, peace, and how Peopleare given 
up to believe their 1,e*, and to hardneſs of heart, and never 
conitder their own eſtate, neither the afflitions of Foſeph is re- 
membred. 

Another thing alſo hath been in my heart many weeks, and a 
query hath been u1 my (elf, and I know hath been on many ſpirits 
why im this common Calamity and in Gods Vititation of the City 
of Londor, and many other places of this Nation, that they that 
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have ſuffered ſo greatly, fo LEA ſo faithfully, and have borne 
ſuch a Teſtimony for the Lord , why alſo.chey ſhould be taken 
away among the Reſt ? ſeeing the Lord was able to deliver, and 
alſo command his Deſtroying Angel to pals over as it pleaſed him, 
and ſpare aud takeaway as he pleaſed, and why it ſhould not be 
whoily upon his enemies, and upon them that called not upon 
his name in truth and righteouſnefs ? I have had many fad 
thoughts of heart, and have waited upon the Lord concerning 
theſe things, with ſupplications and teais concerning his 
afflicted People, and concerning his Name and Truth, and 
this ſatisfa&ion I have received in my ſelf, ad do communicate 
unto you. 


Firſt, Of all it is (aid, that Paul ſtayed and preached the Goſpel at 
Epbeſus two yeares, ſo that not only .them of Epbeſus but all Aſia 
beard the Word of God, both Fewer and Greeks, and many were 
gathered unto God, and believed, and the reft were hardened, When 
I conſidered this, that not only two years but twelve years 
that Cicty of London hath heard the Word of the Living 
God -declared and publiſhed plentifully in ic, and the ever- 
laſting Goſpel of Chriſt in che demonſtration of the Spirit, 
and with power, inſo much that the ſound went through and 
through, and many believed , and the reſt were hardened, 
haviag loſt the day of their viſitation, bur alaſs it was bur 
a few, conſidering the labour and travel, and conlidering ſo 
many thonſands who counted the things of God a ſleighe 
matter: and for them that were worthy, aud did believe, they 
werehated and deſpiſed, and evilly eatreated with the moſt, and 
ſhut. up in holes, and miſecable bonds and priſons, and lin- 
gering torments, which often time was the cauſe of their 
death, whoſe lives God is requiring at the hands of that 
” Place; and the Meſſengers of God was mocked, abuſed, and 
evillyenticated, and ſhit up in byads till death and wicked- 
nels did abound, and peoples hearts grew hard in eale, riches 
pride, and vain glory, till che wrath of God. broke forth 
and cut down thouſands in his diipleaiure, aud this was (een and 
foreſeen full riree whole years and upwards- by. fome of the 
' faichful ſervants of God who laid down their lives in bonds 
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in that City,and are gathered unto the Lord, and alſo ſome who®, + 


remain inthe body unto this day, and it was prophefied of, and 
the City was warned thereof,” Rulers and People, but the moſt 
made a mock of ir, till the juſt judgment of God ſeized 
upon it. 


Secondly, The Lord took away theſe faithfull men of God, 
Edward Burrough, Richard Hubberthorne, and George Foxe Fus- 
nior, who had been much converſant there, who were faithfull 
Watchmen, and prevailed often with the Lord till they were 
ſhut up in Bonds for all their fore travel and labour amongſt the 
Inhabitants thereof; and that place being unworthy of them 
any more, he delivered them and took them away to himſelf, 
from the evil to come, that they had feen and propheſied of; 
that they might ſee none of that miſery that is now come. 


Thirdly, They were gathered unto the Lord as a token 
and figne unto them that believed ; of many following after 
and of their diffolution, 


Fourthly, The Lord did fore-know and fore-ſee, and alſo had 
determined evil againſt that City, and that which is now come 
to paſs, and that this Generation, notwithſtanding all the en 
treaties, woeings , warnings, and exbortations which they had 
and {lighted, and that they would proceed on to more miſchief 
and perſecution in preſumption againſt God, and his People z 
and are yer determined, and have faid in their hearts, though the 
bricks be fallen down, we will build with bewn ſtone; to fortifie 
themſelves that cheir eng might not faile, which the Lcord 
God will, blaſt and confound ; and though Friends + have 
borne their iniquity they thall at laſt. bear ir themſelves, and 
know the reward thereof, and have none to help; ſo the 
Lord hath taken away many in his love and mercy from the 
evil to come, and hath freed them from further miſery; and. 
hath Tranſlated them out of the reach of all their Ene» 


mies. | 


Fifthly , Seeing they have ſuffered long and faichfully in 
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chat place and elſewhere, and hath-Borne 2 hving Teſtimony 
many £2 the lofs: of their 'lives , and'to their ruinating in 
this: Worſd againit the Abominations that did abound ,- and 
therr righteous ſoliſs was vexed as Lots was with the So4o- 
mites, the Lord hach conlidered and hath (ajd, it is enough, 
your afflicions I will end, and take you into my reſt and peace, out 
of the reach of the Oppreſſir. 

Jixthly, For-the frutrating of - the purpoſe of them who 
aecreed that unrighteous decree for baniſhment, that ic may not 
profit them, neither anſwer ' their end and .unrighteoutnels , 
and the Lord, the Lord hath cut them ſhort of teir pur= 
pe, and will cut them ſhort of their hope, and in the 
end bring their councel co nought, for that which is formed 
againſt 'the, Lord ſhall not proſper. 


Seventhly, For the hardening the hearts of this Genera- 
tion who have deviſed miſchief from the Womb, and have 
gone aſtray as {yon as they were born, afrer fo many warn- 
gs and evident tokens of his hand againſt them; and of his diſ- 
pleaſure which hath been ſet at nought, and yet arerei-ived to 
82 0n to root out the heritage of God; I lay that their hearts 
might be hardened, and their eyes cloſed that they may 
nor diſcern betwixt the end of the Righreous and the wicked, 
norfee a difference in their ſtates, but as one dies, (> dies the 
other as tothe outward appearance ; though you beloved knyw 
2 difference both in lite and death; and I do believe matiy 
who have laid down the body, and put off this Earthly 
Tabernacle have given great-*Feſtimony of Gods love unto 
them of his favoyr, peacez-,and acceptation in the 
in the JattEF End; it Chis which Mage ſaid , I am fatisfied, 
and therefore could not but figrifie-the fame un 5 you, that 
we might not ſorrow concernyg tieni@gat die in the fairh 
and ſleep in- Chriſt, as them who are Githout hope, for 
thele reſt from their labours?7 and their tgh, works and life 
ſhall live, and we have and enjoy their Pine and life, fo it 
i only perſonal abſence of this Earthly Tabernaclethiat we want, 
{o in thatali be comforted. 

Laſt of all, The wayes of the Lord are unſearchavle, but as 
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he reveales them to them NY far him, and whatever may be 
manifeſt co any other, this I am certainly perſwaded of, that God 
will have honour and glory through all theſe things as it ſhall be 
in the end for the pretperity of the Goſpelof truth, and I am 
zerſwaded of this, though the Lord ſhould permit many to be 
\ deſtroyed outwardly of all they enjuy, yet they are reſolved to ., 
eruſt in him for ever, 

"And though the day be dark and gloomy, andthe Devil be let 
looſe to try the faith of them that dwell upon the Earth, and the 
wrath of the wicked be great, yetthe bond is ſet that they can- 
got paſs, and though we that yet remain alive to this day were 
all diffolved and rowled in the duſt together , which is the end of 
all fleſh, yer thatlife and p»wer which we have believed in, and 
that eve: i.ſting truth which we have teſtified of, and ſuffered for 


'|* ſhailneve: be extinguiſhed or rooted our, but ſhall rakeup other 


perſons and bodies from Generation to Generation, while Sun 
and Moon eadureth, in this be all affured and comforted in the 
Lord, and chearful in your ſufferings,and comfort and frengthen 
one another: in the royal ſeed of God all live and dwell, (which 
ca:mot bow to the ſeed of the Bond-woman) which hath the pro- 
miſe of life and Immortality, and everlaſting bleſ{ſedneſs; and al] 
look unto the Lord over alland above all the rage and wrath of © 
men, and the affli&ions of this preſent life, and feel that which 
is without end. | 

The God of power be with you, and comfort you in the midſi 
of ail your trials, and preſerve you that your faith fail not, js 
tie earneſt delire of him whoſe heart is knit unto the Lord and 
all his (uttering People, in the Everlaſting Covenant of life and 
peace : Pray all unto the Lord withour cealing, that you may be 
able to follow the Lord though through the valley of the ſhadow 
of death; the peace of God fill all your hearts that you may re- 
Joyce in the Lord and truſt jn him for ever, 


16th, of the $th, Moneth, Tours in Life or Death, 
1665. F. H- 


THE END. 


